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From the Editor

Again, as in previous Winter issues, this is the colour bumper issue with the final 
reports of  last year’s summer programme bar one, the EMIAC at Swannington 
report will appear next time.  So grab a coffee/tea, put your feet up and enjoy the 
read and memories if  you happened to join us on one of  those days/evenings.

After some years I decided that it was time to implement some changes to the 
style of  the newsletter so I hope you will enjoy the new look.

With the long evenings and perhaps not a lot on telly to watch, this is a time to 
reflect and to catch up on those jobs which we hate doing during the summer 
months when we are itching to get out and about.  This is a time that we can also 
plan for those outings to far flung places and long weekends away.  With that in 
mind, the committee will be working very hard to put together the next summer 
programme, as previously mentioned it seems to get harder each year.  There is 
also the dreaded EMIAC conference looming for 2017 – I say dreaded as we are 
all keeping fingers crossed that we manage to get the speakers on board for the 
subject we have chosen for the day, and that they, the speakers, don’t suddenly 
find that they don’t want to do it.

On one of  our regular trips to Yorkshire we decided to ‘chill out’ and visit the 
Railway Museum at York.  This has changed quite a bit since our last visit some 
15 or so years ago.  We watched a demo with the turntable, the guides now called 
‘explainers’!, who?, then after a coffee and cake went off  to explore the mega 
store of  artefacts, a wonderful 40 minutes or so looking round this including 
a model of  the former Euston Arch made in silver –  the cover photo.  Then 
upstairs and out eventually, to the viewing area which I had forgotten did not 
give the best of  views into York Station itself  – a good clear view of  the Minster 
though.  On and into the second shed for a brief  trip down memory lane in the 
shape of  all the royal carriages and ending with another excellent cup of  tea 
before traipsing back to the shop, and out to come home.

The winter talks got off  to a good start when the first speaker failed to show up 
and the evening was rescued by Peter and member John Peet.  Peter gave a short 
presentation on ‘Industrial Miscellany’ featuring images of  some of  the more 
obscure industrial artefacts which can be found around the county including a 
former industrial loco shed at Charwelton ironstone quarries, a parish boundary 
marker, a statue of  a steelworker and the remains of  a waterwheel pump.  John 
gave a very informative talk about ‘finding the Greenwich Meridian’.  Both men just 
‘having the information on them’.  Wonderful stuff  and thanks should be given to 
both men for such an entertaining and informative evening, even if  it wasn’t the 
one we were all expecting.

Ed.
----oooOooo----
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SUMMER VISITS OF 2015 - cOntinue

Thorpe Malsor Ironstone walk – 5th June

The object of  the walk was to look at part of  the area quarried by the Kettering 
Iron & Coal Co Ltd in the vicinity of  Thorpe Malsor village.  Most of  the leases 
in this area were taken with the Rev. Cecil Henry Maunsell of  Thorpe Malsor 
Hall and this group of  quarries were an important source of  iron ore for the 
company, being in production from about 1906 until about 1942 although not all 
at the same time.  Iron ore was raised at other quarries by the company during 
this period and it is likely that some of  the quarries lay dormant at times.

To access the Thorpe Malsor quarries the company laid a new 3ft gauge tramway 
which joined their existing tramway near to the Kettering furnaces.  On its way to 
the quarries the tramway had to pass under the A6 near to where the roundabout 
at junction 7 on the A14 is now situated, cross an eight span viaduct over a valley 
and a stream, go over a country lane by a level crossing, and just before reaching 
the first of  the quarries cross a substantial embankment.

To cope with the extra traffic a new six coupled locomotive was purchased 
from Manning Wardle of  Leeds in 1906 and in 1926 the Sentinel Company 
of  Shrewsbury supplied an articulated double ended locomotive having two 
vertical boilers.  The manufacturers claimed that it would take 35 loaded wagons 
back to the furnaces compared to the 28 that the Manning Wardle locomotives 
took.  The Sentinel locomotive whilst doing all that the manufacturers claimed 
it would do in terms of  haulage capacity was rather slow in service and was 
little used after the closure of  the 
line to Thorpe Malsor, although 
it was not broken up until 1960.

After meeting near the church 
in Thorpe Malsor members 
made their way through the 
village and crossed the Kettering 
to Loddington road and went 
into Glen Baulk Road.  Before 
reaching the point where the 
tramway formerly crossed the lane time was taken to look through a recently 
created gap in the hedge at the course of  the tramway from the A14 (previously 
the A6).  Although the contour of  the land in the vicinity of  the A14 has been 
altered it is still possible to appreciate how the tramway had to drop down 
towards the bottom of  the valley and the viaduct.  Whilst at this point we could 
make out the remaining embankments that are situated at either end of  the site 
of  the viaduct.  These embankments are now heavily wooded and show up as a 
line of  trees.  Proceeding further along the lane we came to the site of  the level 
crossing.  This is visible as a flat section of  road in an otherwise downhill section, 

Looking across to the A14.
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although shallow cuttings through the fields on either side have long since been 
filled in.  At this point the opportunity was taken to look at the embankment 
across the fields in the Loddington direction; again this is now heavily wooded 
and appears as a line of  trees.

Retracing our steps to the Kettering to Loddington road we turned right towards 
Loddington and passed to our right the area that had been Maunsell No 2 Quarry.  
Little evidence of  this quarry remains today the area having been levelled out to 
leave the fields lower than the road.  A little further on we turned right into what 
used to be the Thorpe Malsor to Rothwell road (now truncated by the A14).  To 
the west of  the road was the area that had been Thorpe Glebe No 2 Quarry and 
still further to the west towards Loddington Maunsell No 3 Quarry.  Again these 
fields are lower than the adjacent roads.  Both of  these quarries were worked 
right up to the Kettering to Loddington road in one direction and to where the 
iron ore outcropped into the valley side in the other.

Following the old Rothwell road a little further we came to the remains of  the 
bridge whereby the tramway used to pass under the road.  Although long filled 
in the remains of  the parapet are visible on the west side, that on the east having 
been demolished to give access to the fields.  From this point we could see the 
trees on the embankment that we had looked at from the other end of  the former 
level crossing site.  Whilst nothing remains of  the tramway the former course of  
it was explained and by locating a gap in the hedge it was possible to see where 
it went under the Kettering to Loddington road on its way to Maunsell No 4 
quarry.  This quarry was to the south of  the Kettering to Loddington road and 
again has resulted in the fields being at the lower level than the road which as a 
result appears to be on a causeway at this point.

We then retraced our steps back to the Kettering to Loddington road and to our 
cars parked in Thorpe Malsor village.

Mick Dix

Source: original research, The Ironstone Quarries of  the Midlands, Part V, Eric Tonks, 
Runpast Publishing, 1991.

----oooOooo----

Rail Tour 2015 – Saturday 13th June

The change to a Saturday for this year’s railtour undoubtedly affected the natural 
order of  things, as the appointed day for once dawned grey and wet. Nevertheless 
eleven members braved both the mist and an earlier than usual start to assemble 
at Northampton’s new station at 8am.

The first part of  our trip took us over familiar territory into the stygian gloom of  
Birmingham New Street, where the onward service to Worcester was found in 
an even darker corner of  the station.

The next stage of  our journey, down the Lickey incline, past Bromsgrove and 
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then Droitwich was also familiar from a railtour of  a few years ago, but after 
a change at Worcester Foregate Street station, we continued over new ground 
through Shrub Hill, Ashchurch, and Cheltenham, to reach our main destination 
of  Gloucester.

Still the weather refused to improve, but our party went their separate ways to 
the docks, cathedrals, and bookshops for a couple of  hours before reassembling 
for the most scenic part of  our day.

Fortunately the weather lifted 
sufficiently for us to be able to enjoy 
the first part of  our return journey 
alongside the wide Severn estuary 
through Lydney to reach Chepstow, 
after which we joined the South 
Wales main line at Severn Tunnel 
Junction to continue into Newport, 
passing the largely tree-screened 
Llanwern steelworks.

After a short wait at Newport, 
we then reversed direction and 
travelled northwards up the valley 
to Cwmbran, and past Pontypool 

Road, to reach the edge of  the Black Mountains at Abergavenny. This should 
have been another scenic event, but unfortunately the mist had closed in again, 
and the tops of  the Blorenge and Skirrid were obscured, with the more distant 
Sugar Loaf  somewhere just out of  sight.

The hills gave way to the flatter countryside of  Herefordshire as we continued 
through Pontrilas and Tram Inn to reach the county town, where a break of  
forty minutes allowed a time for a look around and a welcome cuppa in the 
station café.

Our return home continued along the branch line through Ledbury and Colwall, 
where the Malvern Hills loomed into view through yet more low cloud, and our 
arrival at Great Malvern station then evoked memories of  a few years ago when 
we noted the “Malvern worm” which once provided a goods connection between 
the station and the nearby hotel.

Worcester Foregate Street was soon reached for the second time, with our 
journey home then repeating our outward route through Birmingham.

We arrived at Northampton on time at around 7.30pm, after a convivial day over 
several very different routes that provided a wide variety of  interests and scenery.

Perhaps the weather could have been kinder to us, but on the other hand all 
trains ran to time, so there were no hurried changes or last minute emergencies 
to contend with.

Gloucester Docks area
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As a final comment on the day, the diversity of  the starting points and destinations 
of  some of  the trains that we used was remarkable. 

At Worcester we joined an unlikely Great Malvern to Brighton through 
service, which after our stop of  Gloucester, continued via Bristol, Salisbury, 
Southampton, and Havant to reach its eventual destination.

Next was our train to Newport, which continued on to Cardiff, but then 
unexpectedly terminated high in the valleys at Maesteg. Finally our 15.09 
homeward service from Newport to Hereford had started life at the even more 
distant West Wales town of  Carmarthen, and was destined to eventually reach 
Manchester Piccadilly !

Barry Taylor
----oooOooo----

Rushden Boot and Shoe walk – 19th June

The sun came out late in the day for the second of  our walks round Rushden 
looking at the remains of  factories used by the boot and shoe industry.  Last year 
we looked at factories in the south of  the town; this year we concentrated on the 
area to the east and north of  the town centre.  We began at the junction of  Rectory 
Road and Portland Road, where the three-storey office block, constructed in 
1923 and now converted to apartments, is all that remains of  the Co-operative 
Wholesale Society shoe factory.  This two-storey factory, built in 1900, extended 
some distance up Portland Road.  In its heyday, the CWS employed some 500 
here and even had its own fire brigade.

Further up Portland Road, we came to the first single-storey factory of  the 
evening, that of  shoe manufacturer Alfred Sargent, still producing some footwear 
on this site after being here for 100 years.  The six-bay north-lit ranges are hidden 
behind a brick façade which has a parapet crowned with ball finials.  Our guide 

recalled visiting the company in the 
1970s when they were experimenting 
with manufacturing fashionable 
men’s platform shoes.

Across the road is the single-storey 
engineering works built in the 1920s 
for Fred Hawkes, shoe machinery 
manufacturer.  The foyer of  the 
factory is notable for its pictorial 
decoration, probably dating from in 
the 1930s, which depicted the range 

of  the company’s activities worldwide.  The factory is now used by Davies-
Odell, shoe component supplier.

Around Cromwell Road, at the east end of  Portland Road, is a group of  factory 
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buildings all of  which have shoe industry history but are currently subject to a 
planning application to redevelop.  They are dominated by the Grade II listed 
four-storey factory, until recently the shoe factory of  William Green, better 
known as Grensons, who moved here from High Street South in 1895 and 
remained until moving to a newly-built factory on the Crown Park industrial 
estate in 2013.  The developers are proposing to convert the building with its 
elaborate corner turret – now showing signs of  deterioration – into apartments.  
They want to demolish the adjacent two-storey factory on the corner of  
Cromwell Road and Allen Road that used to be the cardboard box factory of  
HW Chapman.  They are also proposing to demolish the single-storey premises 
on the other side of  Allen Road which started life as Rushden steam laundry in 
1895 and later became P Collins heel factory.

Returning to Rectory Road, we came to another single-storey factory, this time 
with two-storey office block decorated with a shaped gable, diaper brickwork 
patterns and unusual doorcases. E Claridge was a shoe manufacturer here in 
the early 20th century, followed by Denton Bros.  The latter company, better 
known today as DB Shoes, still produces footwear in a factory in Irchester Road.  
In a modernised part of  the Rectory Road factory off  the adjacent side street, 
we noted that Church’s Shoes have a clicking and closing unit, presumably 
producing leather uppers for their St James factory in Northampton.

Further along Rectory Road is a five-bay single-storey factory but this one has 
no parapet-surmounted façade, meaning the saw-tooth outline of  the north-lit 
ranges is clearly visible from the road.  Dating from 1909 this was the premises 
of  The Central Machinery Company which originated in Kettering c1904 but 
had moved via Irthlingborough to Rushden by 1909.  They specialised in the 
installation of  gas engines, line shafting and gearing for shoe factories. Mick Dix 
later pointed out a tie plate on the outside of  the building with CMC Rushden 
cast into it.  Part of  the building was later used by Coxton Shoe Co and the 
northern end was taken over by the Rushden Boot & Shoe School, with an 
additional two-storey block being constructed around the corner in Victoria 
Road in the 1930s.

After looking at other factory buildings in Victoria Road and East Grove, we 
came to a three-storey factory on High Street at the corner of  Station Road, 
dating from 1880.  This was the early shoe factory of  Sanders & Sanders who 
in 1908 moved to a new single-storey factory on Spencer Road where they still 
produce footwear.  The present building in Spencer Road dates from 1925, 
the original building having been destroyed in a fire a year earlier.  Sanders & 
Sanders’ website tells of  the fire thus: “On a Saturday afternoon the Sanders brothers 
were hosting a garden party for members of  the firm, when smoke was seen rising from the 
roof  of  the factory. Mr Thomas Sanders ran across the road and gained access to the works 
telephone, rang the fire brigade and retrieved whatever he could from the safe, leaving the 
rest of  the factory to be consumed by the fire. The factory being on the American principle 
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of  one floor, with low wooden partitions only between departments, meant the factory was 
beyond hope.”

Along Higham Road we came to the impressive art-deco factory, designed by 
Sir Albert Richardson and built in 1938 for John White Footwear.  The frontage 
is of  white painted brick and glass and has a protruding ‘piano nobile’, over a 
basement, reached by an outside staircase.  The whole factory was surrounded 
by a garden.  John White produced footwear here until the early 1990s and the 
Grade II listed building has now been converted to apartments.

Returning towards the centre of  town we passed the three-storey factory in 
North Street which was the premises of  boot and shoe manufacturer CK Woods 
from 1928 until the 1980s but is now converted to apartments.  In Shirley Road 
we ended our tour of  the northern part of  Rushden’s boot and shoe industry 
at the former Transport Depot of  John Whites (Impregnable Footwear) Ltd, 
dating from the 1930s. 

Rushden seems to have had far more single-storey boot and shoe factory 
buildings than other Northamptonshire towns.  It perhaps reflects the later 
expansion of  the boot and shoe industry compared with most other places.  In 
1893, there were only 39 boot and shoe manufacturers in Rushden.  By 1903, 
this had increased to 71 and by 1920 it reached its peak at 106 (source: Rushden 
Heritage website).  We know that single-storey factories started to appear in the 
shoe industry from the early 1890s (Manfield’s factory in Wellingborough Road, 
Northampton being the first).  It seems likely that when they needed to expand 
production, many of  those companies who occupied two-storey or three-storey 
buildings in Rushden town centre around the turn of  the 20th century, moved to 
the outskirts of  the town where land would have been cheaper to permit single 
storey buildings.  Likewise, shoe manufacturers staring up around that time 
would have built a single-storey factory as soon as they demonstrated they had 
a viable business.

Background information for the walk came principally from two sources: English 
Heritage’s survey of  the Northamptonshire boot and shoe industry (1999-2000) 
and Rushden & District History Society’s website (www.rushdenheritage.co.uk).  
The latter is an excellent source of  data on Rushden’s history; however, as some 
of  the information appears to be based on the memories of  various individuals, 
care must be taken with its use as some sections contradict others!  Additional 
data was obtained from trade directories.

For those members who were unable to attend, copies of  the notes and map 
that accompanied this walk are available in pdf  format by email from secretary@
northants-iag.org.uk

Peter Perkins
----oooOooo----
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Historic Boats at Braunston – 26th June

Historical references to Braunston can be found as far back as 956AD; in the 
Domesday Book it is referred to as Brandestone.  The village continued its rural 
way of  life for centuries prospering from the wool trade.  With the coming of  
the turnpike road and the canal Braunston found new importance as a transport 
and transhipment hub

As trade between the developing manufacturing areas of  the Midlands and 
London grew and trade to America gave new importance to the west coast 
ports such as Liverpool, the importance of  Watling Street north of  Weedon 
diminished to be replaced by a new route – the Chester Road.  This was one 
of  the early roads to be handed over to trustees for repair under an act of  1706 
which set up the Old Stratford to Dunchurch Turnpike Trust.

The Oxford Canal arrived in 1774 crossing the turnpike at Braunston on its 
way from the north Warwickshire coalfield and the growing town of  Coventry 
to Banbury and later Oxford.  It was this connection with the turnpike that 
made Braunston Wharf  more important than a typical village wharf  handling 
local coal, lime and agricultural goods.  Here coal and roadstone brought from 
the north by canal were transhipped to road transport for local distribution and 
manufactured goods were taken onward to London by road, which was much 
quicker than using the Thames navigation from Oxford.

Although James Brindley had carried out the initial survey for the route of  the 
Oxford Canal, it was left to Samuel Simcock to set out the detailed line; Simcock 
went to enormous lengths to minimise the need for earthworks by contours of  
the land.  Consequently his route crossed the turnpike three times, made a very 
large loop to the south of  the village to cross the River Leam only to return along 
the southern side of  the Leam valley to Wolfhamcote; a distance of  three miles 
compared with the one mile of  its present route.

During the 18th century the Oxford Canal had become very successful with its 
northern section providing a link between the Warwickshire coalfield and London 
but its circuitous route became a competitive disadvantage with the coming of  
the railways in the 1830s.  Sir Marc Brunel was called in by the canal company 
and recommended shortening the route by providing cuttings and embankments 
in place of  the contouring loops.  Between Napton and Coventry 13½ miles 
had been removed from the original route of  41 miles by 1834.  Meanwhile the 
turnpike had been straightened and improved by Thomas Telford in 1822, but it 
too suffered from the competition provided by the railways.

Some 18 members gathered in the lay-by where the canal passes under the A45, 
from where we followed the towpath to the Braunston Turn and then the 1834 
line to Bridge 95.  This roving bridge is unusual in that in addition to allowing a 
boat horse to cross the canal without unhitching the towline where the towpath 
changed sides it includes an accommodation bridge in the same structure.  From 
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this lofty vantage point our guide, John Pomfret, was able to point out much of  
Simcock’s original route.  Taking advantage of  the bridge’s design we crossed the 
canal and returned on the other side to the junction to admire the elegant iron 
bridges built at Horseley Ironworks.

Across the cut we could see Peter Boyce’s boat yard [lecture last November] and 
the Boathouse pub. By now the cut was getting very busy – a narrow boat with 
its butty that had looked for moorings nearer to the marina was now reversing 
back along the cut navigating between boats moored on both banks.  Most of  
the boats had been, some still are, working boats constructed from wood.  The 
date of  our walk had been chosen to coincide with Braunston’s Historic Boat 
Weekend.  Passing under the A45 we reached the Stop House, where tolls were 
collected.

After 1834 this section of  the canal became the Braunston Branch of  the Oxford 
Canal and a stop lock was built by the Stop House where the Grand Junction 
Canal (GJC) had first made a link with the Oxford Canal in 1796.  The stop 
lock was originally a narrow lock but was eliminated when the canal route to 
Birmingham was widened in the 1930s.  

Approaching the entrance to the marina boats were moored-up six abreast as 
far as the eye could see.  From the iron bridge spanning the entrance – another 
from the Horseley Ironworks – the original line of  the Oxford Canal could be 
seen now ending in a covered wet dock.  This stub end, already the location of  
Braunston Wharf, became a boatyard operated by the Nurser family for 65 years.

Returning to the towpath, the route continued under the bridge on which there 
is a plaque commemorating the Brays, one of  the boating families who worked 
on the last regular coal traffic from Warwickshire to London, operated by Blue 
Line.  Operating coal boats until 1970, Blue Line also started the development 
of  the leisure boating industry at Braunston.  This was taken over by Ladyline in 
1970 but by 1988 it was in the hands of  the receiver.  The new owner has since 
restored many of  the old buildings.

Just past the bridge is the access to the marina on the left; originally this was the 
GJC Braunston Branch leading 
to a warehouse where the new 
houses now stand.  After being 
extended in 2003, the marina 
can now accommodate 270 
boats.  Continuing past the 
wharf  with boats moored 
three-abreast, the arm was 
crossed on a lift bridge in front 
of  the wet dock and onto the 
two dry docks, one of  which 



10

dates from around 1800.  

The route rejoined the towpath at Butcher’s Bridge, which carries Nibbits Lane 
up to the village.  Alongside the canal are two basins, now part of  the marina but 
were originally used as reservoirs for storing water released from the bottom lock 
without the GJC losing any water to the Oxford Canal.  

Near the bottom lock stands the 1897 pumping station which contained a steam-
driven Gwynne’s centrifugal pump for back-pumping water from the reservoirs 
up to the top lock.  The original 1805 pump house was situated on the hill 
behind.  An adjacent building now used by United Canal Carriers was once an 
oil store.  The boatyard on the other side of  the canal was used by Pickfords, 
the GJC, Fellows Morton and Clayton and Willow Wren carrying companies.  
The basin was later excavated and used by Braunston Boats for its hire fleet of  
Barney boats.  Adjacent to the bottom lock is the former GJC gauging dock and 
several company houses.

Our walk ended with a pleasant drink at the Admiral Nelson by Lock No 3.  Our 
thanks to John Pomfret for an excellent and informative evening, and the fact 
that this really was a most leisurely walk.

Terry Waterfield
----oooOooo----

Tooley’s Boatyard, Banbury  -  8th July 2015

Twenty two members found their way to Tooley’s Boatyard on the Oxford Canal 
in the centre of  Banbury.  The boatyard, built in 1790 at the then termination of  
the Oxford Canal, is the oldest continuously working yard on the canal system.  
It has miraculously survived the ravages of  town centre development, and now 
finds itself  overshadowed by the “temporary structures” of  the current shopping 
centre buildings.

Matt, our guide, started the tour at the 
yard’s brick built forge where he gave 
an interesting demonstration of  the 
blacksmith’s art by making up a small 
hanging bracket.  This demonstrated 
how the colours of  the iron, as it was 
taken from the fire, indicated to the 
smith the temperature of  the piece 
so that he could manipulate it to his 
required shape.  He also described the 
uses of  the various shapes on the anvil 
in so much as the central square edged 

section was used for bending the piece over its edge and flattening on the top, 
whereas the horn end was for thinning or spreading the material.  We then moved 
on to the dry dock, in which two moderate size boats could be accommodated 

Entrance to Tooley’s Yard
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one behind the other.  Originally this area would have been open to the elements 
and a small hut/tent using whatever scrap etc. was at hand, would be erected 
above the working area.  Both walls and floor were brick lined, with gullies at the 
edges to drain off  the floor area.  The canal end was dammed off  using baulks 
of  timber set in vertical channels and the dock emptied via a duct and plug at the 
opposite end and drained off  to the low side of  the nearby lock. Just alongside 
the dock was a steaming vessel for softening planks of  wood to enable them to 
be bent into the shape of  bows etc. and Matt informed us that 2” thick oak or 3” 
thick elm can be bent into shape on the boat after sufficient steaming.  Normally 
you would steam for 1 hour per 1” thickness of  wood.  Finally our milling crowd 
was shepherded into the small machine shop where there was an array of  lathes, 
mills and drilling machines, all belt driven from overhead lineshafts.  This belt 
drive was set in very slow motion to demonstrate safely the workings and how 
vulnerable the operators were to being caught up.  

I think that most members found the visit interesting, judging from the various 
questions and later comments, and from the organiser’s point of  view a good 
turnout and a satisfying morning.

Ron Hanson
----oooOooo----

Kings Cross and St Pancras – the 2015 visit – 18th July

The day dawned fine and dry with the sun about to break the clouds.  The 
journey into London was good and we made excellent time on the 8.25 am 
train into Euston.  Plenty of  time to catch a coffee before meeting the group by 
the Meeting Place statue on the top floor of  St Pancras.  Still can’t quite get to 
like this enormous statue, but the plinth below with its reliefs depicting various 
aspects of  the station and underground still fascinates.

The walk this year was to once again look at the history surrounding Kings 
Cross and St Pancras and started outside the station where we learned about the 
River Fleet and its associations with the area.

It was very pleasant looking out over the hamlet of  Battle Bridge, formerly 
known as Broad Ford Bridge and its name changed in recognition of  the folklore 
that this was the scene of  a major battle between the Romans and the British 
Iceni tribe led by Boudicca, Britain’s Warrior Queen.  Below us flowed the River 
Fleet on its way down from Parliament Hill to the Thames.  

One of  the problems faced by all expanding cities was that of  controlling diseases 
such as smallpox and typhus.  London was no exception and hospitals started 
to appear in the early eighteenth century; Rocque’s map of  1740 shows a new 
Smallpox Hospital at Battle Bridge.  In 1815 the London Fever Hospital shared 
these facilities.

Commissioned by The Prince Regent, work started on digging Regent’s Canal 
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in 1812 as part of  a scheme to develop north London; opened in 1820 the canal 
links the Paddington Arm of  the Grand Union Canal to Regent’s Canal Dock 
(now known as Limehouse Basin) on the Thames.  The River Fleet south of  
Camden was covered-in prior to digging the canal; the lower sections of  the river 
had been enclosed since 1732.  

With the coming of  the canal factories and warehouses started to spring up and 
of  course the workers wanted houses.  By 1830 this outer area of  London had 
become very sleazy and in an attempt to enhance its reputation, a local landlord 
suggested to the St Pancras Vestry that a statue of  St George should be erected 
before the smallpox hospital and be known as St George’s Cross.  King George 
IV died that year so the promoters changed the proposal to a statue of  the king.  
It was to be a very grand monument surmounted by a statue George IV; but by 
1842 the statue had been removed and the rest three years later.  But the name 
King’s Cross stuck and that of  Battle Bridge died out.

The canal presented a challenge to all three railway companies wanting to 
build their London termini: The London and Birmingham Railway bridged 
the canal but because the early locomotives lacked power they had to be rope-
hauled from the terminus up the slope to Camden.  George Turnbull resident 
engineer of  Great Northern railway responsible for the line into King’s Cross 
tunnelled under the canal thereby reducing the gradient of  the line.  Although 
initial plans for St Pancras Station would see the tracks tunnel under the canal, 
William Henry Barlow would take the tracks over the canal on a level gradient 
to a station supported on iron columns thereby providing a useable undercroft.  
This would be used as a store for Burton-upon-Trent breweries.

Looking once again at the building of  St Pancras facing Euston Road and 
admiring its graceful lines built by George Gilbert Scott, we paused before 
moving back inside the station to discuss the vast changes which have been made 
to the Station since its restoration for the Eurostar Terminus.  We noted the iron 
girders and supports built by the Butterley company in Ripley.  Those members 
who had attended the EMIAC conference in May will remember seeing the 
derelict buildings of  the Butterley Ironworks.  After looking at the undercroft with 

its new shops, cafés and Eurostar 
terminus, the group ventured outside 
to look at the site of  the former goods 
depot alongside the station and the 
remains of  the coal yard offices now 
used by small businesses.  We also 
admired the new building which is 
nearing completion.  When finished 
it will be the home of  the Francis 
Crick Institute.  This is a magnificent 
building with coloured glass panels 
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The Mills of  2015

Heckington
Above: Whissendene
Right  : Wymondham

Inside the lower storage 
area at Phipps Brewery

Rail Tour to 
Gloucester

Top to Bottom:
  A window in the Mariners’ Church
  Inside the Mariners Church
  One of  the many boats within the Docks

Crypt Schoolroom Archway



14

Suttleworth 
Collection

It’s not all about aircraft.

Tooley’s Boatyard
Banbury

Top:     The Boatyard
Top R: Inside the boatyard with a repair job in 
hand
Above: The Anvil demostration
Right:   Through the swing bridge

Irthlingborough
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Rushden

L to R:  
     The former Fred Hawkes factory;
     The former Wilson Green factory; 
     The former art-deco bus station

Braunston

Top: A view into the Marina
Below: One of  the boats on the canal

Top and right: 
The Engine House and 
chimney detail
Below: Decoration
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The restored Gasholder 8 in 
its new location with detail 

of  ironwork left

Top L: St Pancras Locks
Top R: On Gas Works tunnels 
overlooking Kings Cross train 
shed
Above: Engraved stonework  
showing the line of  the 
original basin

Nuts, Bolts, Wheels and other noticable things

Top Row: L to R: Gloucester Docks: Heckington Mill
Middle Row: L to R: Dog Dyke: Whissendene:    
Gloucester Docks: Heckington Mill
Right: The wonderful brick floor at Tooleys Boatyard 

London



17

throughout the middle of  the building’s front.

Reaching the oasis of  the Old St Pancras Church and churchyard we paused to 
look inside the church and at the various interesting headstones, and monuments 
as well as the Hardy Tree with its roots entwined in the head stones put there 
when St Pancras Station was built back in the 1860s.  Leaving the peace of  the 
gardens we moved off  up Camley Street towards the canal pausing to view the 
new buildings going up at quite a rapid pace alongside the canal.

Oblique Bridge once carried a country road over the canal, now it is like any 
other urban street.  But from c1868 it was the entrance to the Midland Railway’s 
Goods Depot.  Across the canal stood their Ale and Porter store; looking 
eastwards was GNR’s large goods yard, warehouses, coal drops and canal 
basin.  All that has gone as part of  the King’s Cross development, ‘though some 
of  the buildings have been retained and are being restored/converted for use; 
apartment and office blocks are being built and some of  the gasholder frames are 
being refurbished to be brought back into the development as features.

Our route continued along the towpath to Granary Square; there had been 
quite a few changes since we made our ‘recce visit’ a month earlier.  Part of  
the hoarding by St Pancras Basin had been removed so the work on Gasholder 
No 8, which had been dismantled from the old gas works site, refurbished and 
re-erected within the new development, could be seen; scaffolding had been 
covered and new hoarding erected obscuring other work.  At the lock we were 
able, with difficulty, to see the former canal entrance, now bricked up, which had 
led into a canal basin within the GNR goods yard complex.  From the St Pancras 
Basin and again at the lock we had an excellent view of  the water tower which 
had once stood outside St Pancras station.  Once again certain areas were under 
‘wraps’ but we were able to just see one of  the arches beneath the former Wharf  
Road which is undergoing restoration and which will become, in time, offices, 
shops and restaurants.

Lunch for some of  us was taken on the steps looking on to the canal whilst 
others sought shade up on Granary Square.

Re-gathering at the top of  the 
steps we admired the Granary 
building and its massive 
square taking in the 1080 
choreographed fountains which 
are a draw for many children to 
get wet as they dodge the water 
sprays watched by indulgent 
parents.  Moving on we noted 
the rails which have been left as 
part of  the ‘decor’, one of  the 
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original turntables and the plaque which had been set in the pavement depicting 
the Great Northern Railway Goods Yards with reliefs of  the site.  Inside the 
Granary building we admired the way that the old has been incorporated into 
the new.

The Tourist office was the next stop for another short breather to look at the 
exhibition ‘50 years – 50 voices’ and to play with the interactive display of  the 
area; we left to move up towards York Road Underground Station.  Much has 
changed since our walk last year – and indeed during the previous month - so we 
were unable to look at the former coal drops as hoardings have now been erected 
around the site and we could not get near the ‘viewing holes’ as there was a large 
food fair on a newly created piazza.

Disappointingly we were unable to get up to the former underground station as 
the pathway taken last year had been blocked off  and was now another building 
site!  However standing at a strategic point we were able to just see the building 
which, thankfully, is still in situ and very noticeable by the red tile work on the 
outside walls.  We were, however, able to have a fairly free-from-works walk 
down the West Handyside Canopy and noted that work is well in hand with the 
restoration of  the GNR Midland Goods Shed to create a Waitrose supermarket 
for the area.  Bearing in mind the number of  flats and offices which will soon 
grace the whole area one can’t help thinking that Waitrose is on to a good thing.

Before we crossed the bridge over the canal we noted the markings on the square 
denoting the ‘edge’ of  the former granary basin and were able to see how vast 
this basin once was.  It was also clear that the basin had been well filled in as the 
canal lay some 12 feet below us.  It was nice to see that history boards had been 
put up to tell visitors what was once there.

Running parallel to the canal Goods Way afforded a good view of  all the work 
being done on the Goods Shed and its east and west canopies.  In 1979 CEGB 
laid 400kV cables as part of  the National Grid in a trough below the towpath 
between St John’s Wood and City Road to supply electrical power to London.  
These cables are cooled by water taken from the canal.

Standing above the Gas Works tunnels it is still possible to see the GNR track 
that dives down to the Metropolitan Underground line, though little remains 
of  the old King’s Cross York Road station.  A few happy moments were spent 
looking at the rail traffic in and out of  the station before moving back to the 
viewing platform for a panoramic view of  the Kings Cross regeneration site, 
taking in the view of  the Shard and St Pauls Dome which is clearly visible and 
dwarfed somewhat by all the buildings that are in its vicinity.

We moved off  into the new Squares which have been finished between the new 
build office blocks and paused again whilst we attempted to work out where the 
Culross Building once stood.  Culross buildings were late 19th century rented 
accommodation for the GNR employees and were named after its Chairman 
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at the time, Lord Colville of  Culross.  
The accommodation consisted of  
two sizes, either for families or for 
couples.  Interestingly they were 
heated by galvanised iron ducts 
circulating warm air.  The landings 
with iron balustrades had cast iron 
ash disposal hatches.  There was also 
a two storey hall at the eastern end of  
the block and this served as a Mission 
Hall.  The basement area was became 

known as the Milk Dock area because GNR constructed additional sidings and 
platforms as part of  the Kings Cross expansion in the early 1900s.  Horses and 
other traffic were also accommodated and rail traffic ceased in 1979.  Before 
the recent regeneration the residents put up a great fight to save the area and 
the houses but it was not to be and unfortunately the block was demolished 
and the new structures which now dominate the area were built.  Had these 
buildings remained they would have been ‘lost’ within the complex of  tall 
structures.  Thankfully the German Gymnasium is well on the way to being 
completed – another restaurant with other facilities within it and this alongside 
the Stanley Buildings are the only remaining original buildings of  the area.  
Stanley Buildings have been finished and have been incorporated into a modern 
building.  Disappointingly only one half  of  the original building is visible, the 
rest hidden behind the modern facade of  glass and brick  The balconies and all 
the attendant ironwork have been well restored, but again something has been 
lost with the coating of  white paint on the main parts and it would have been 
nice if  they had picked out, in black, the ash chute door.

So we finally moved into King’s Cross station to admire the new roof.  Although 
the ticket barriers were in operation, the group was able to go on to the central 
bridge across the station to view Cubitt’s work from the inside and the Gas Works 
tunnels.  The queues for the Hogwort’s platform photos with the attendant 
trolley were massive – we left them to it and went to find a cuppa.

Jane & Terry Waterfield

NB:  More information can be found in Newsletters Nos: 133 and 134 and for all those 
who missed both the 2014 and 2015 visits, and for those who wish to visit again – a third 
and final trip is proposed for Saturday 16th July 2016.

----oooOooo----

Heckington Mill and Dogdyke Pumping Station – 2nd August

The last event of  the summer programme found members enjoying a sunny 
summer’s day out to the Lincolnshire fens.

Culross Buildings prior to demolition
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The story behind Heckington windmill, the only surviving – and working – 
eight-sailed windmill in the country is one of  intrigue, intra-family arguments 
and opportunity, ably told by mill manager, miller and guide for the morning 
Jim Bailey.

Although there were already three windmills in the village, 25-year old Michael 
Hare built a brand new mill tower in 1830.  Having stood unused millwright 
Edward Ingledew fitted a set of  five-sailed top machinery which drove three 
pairs of  stones in 1833.  Clearly all was not well as in November of  the same year 
the mill was advertised for sale and again in April 1834.  Within a few months 
Michael Hare was dead.  

A certain Sleightholme Nash, baker and previously tenant of  another windmill 
in the village, pulled rank on his son who wanted to marry Hare’s widow Anne 
and in 1836 married 29-year old Anne himself  at the then ripe old age of  65.  
Although Nash had gained a fine windmill, he was apparently not interested 
in using it because it was offered for sale in 1837 and again it was not sold.  
Despite having three sons from his first marriage who were millers and bakers, 
he again advertised the mill for sale in 1847 but not long afterwards Nash died 
and bequeathed the mill to his three sons.

The Nash family tired of  working the mill, letting it out and neglected to 
maintain it; 1890 found the mill without a tenant.  It was advertised for ‘sale 
by auction’.  However before the auction could take place, the mill was severely 
damaged by a thunderstorm: the sails and cap being blown off  and the brake 
wheel and windshaft destroyed.  Despite the damage, the auction went ahead 
and the bidding reached £340.  However the mill was not sold as the last bid was 
made by a one of  the Nash family!

Late in 1891, Nash was at Boston Market and saw a John Pocklington, who had 
just bought Tuxford’s eight-sailed mill at Skirbeck.  A condition of  the sale was 
that the mill had to be removed from the site!  Pocklington had a thriving mill 
and bakehouse in Boston.  Nash saw an opportunity and offered the empty mill 
tower at Heckington to Pocklington, who purchased it with its bakehouse and 
parcel of  land for £250.  At the age of  26 years, Pocklington had achieved his 
childhood dream of  owning a mill.  

Whilst the mill house was being built, Pocklington re-established the bakery 
business; then commenced the restoration of  the mill using components from 
Tuxford’s mill.  By the end of  1892 Heckington mill was working again; up to 
5 tons per day.  A Ruston oil engine was installed to provide auxiliary power on 
windless days.  

Milling of  wheat for flour ceased in about 1907 with the introduction of  
American hard grain and the development of  steam-driven mills for producing 
white flour.  The baking business ceased in about 1909.  Nevertheless Pocklington 
kept the mill going and in 1933 had it restored with four new sails.  After his 
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death in December 1941, his eldest son John continued its operation for a while.  
However with increasing infirmity and his son’s absence with the forces, the 
decision was taken to remove the shutters from the sails for the duration of  the 
war.  The shutters were never replaced and the deteriorating condition of  the 
mill made it necessary to remove the sails and cap in 1951.  Before this was 
started Kesteven County Council stepped in and bought the mill; the purchase 
being completed in 1953.

During the next two decades the mill was completely renovated and its 
maintenance continued by Lincolnshire County Council.  In 1982 Friends of  
Heckington Mill was formed to care for it and promote its educational value.  
Plans were laid for restoring the mill to full working order with the work being 
supported by the County Council and English Heritage.  The mill started milling 
again in May 1986; it is now managed by the Friends.

Our journey continued the few miles northwards to Dogdyke pumping station, 
run by NIAG’s colleagues from SLHA; the last half  mile or so was off-road 
along a private farm track.  Catherine Wilson welcomed the group and explained 
the background to the pumping station and its relation to the drainage board.  

Initially pumping stations such as Dogdyke were built by the private landowners 
to drain their farmland.  As the water table was lowered, so the peaty soil dried 
out and shrunk lowering the ground level even further!  This necessitated the 
construction of  high banks along the rivers to prevent flooding; we then became 
aware of  the protective bank between us and the River Witham beyond.  The 
height of  the ground on which the group was standing was comparable to sea 
level – or possibly lower.  Anyone who has studied an OS map of  the area will 
know that contour lines are conspicuous by their absence and that the myriad 
of  ‘blue field boundaries’ are in fact drainage channels.  Nowadays the drainage 
boards, made up of  local representatives, are responsible for maintaining status 
quo and are funded by a levy on the land owners/occupiers.

Fen drainage at Dogdyke began in 1756 with a windmill powering a scoop wheel 
to lift the water into the river.  With the development of  steam engines, wind 

power was replaced by the still-
surviving steam engine in 1855.  
Built by Bradley and Craven 
of  Wakefield the 16 hp beam 
engine is a low-pressure double-
acting external condenser engine 
driving the scoop wheel at 7 rpm 
through a reduction gearing; it 
can lift about 25 tons of  water per 
minute.  36 wooden paddles on 
the scoop wheel force the water 

Members discussing the merits of  the boiler
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through a pair of  self-closing oak mitre gates into the exit channel to the river; 
this channel has now been blocked and the water returned to the mill drain.  

Initially steam was raised in a Cornish boiler; this was replaced in 1909 by 
a Lancashire type boiler that continued in service until the 1940s.  Declared 
beyond economic repair in 1975, a modern oil-fired automatic steam boiler was 
installed.

In 1940 a Ruston and Hornsby diesel engine pumping set was installed in a new 
building alongside the original.  Running at 300 rpm this 40hp engine driving 
a Gwynnes pump can move 40 tons of  water per minute against a 10ft head.  
Although this was replaced in 1979 by an electrically driven pumping set located 
elsewhere, the Witham 3rd Drainage Board still maintains the diesel pumping 
set for emergency use.

The afternoon concluded with tea served in the former engineman’s house.  Our 
thanks to Catherine, to Chris Page for his technical guide to the station and to 
Chris Lester for making the visit possible.

Note: this site can only be visited on scheduled open days and is accessed by private farm 
track; for details see www.dogdyke.com.

Jane and Terry Waterfield

For further information on the windmill see www.heckingtonwindmill.org.uk.

UPDATES

Delapre Abbey
Work gathers apace with the discovery of  medieval ruins in the form of  the 
remains of  a 15th century hospital in the grounds.  The stone structure was 
uncovered beneath part of  a courtyard by workers during the ongoing £6.3 
million renovation project at the abbey.  The floor structure – originally planned 
to be poured as a concrete slab – has been changed so that the architectural find 
could be preserved in place.
The Borough Council’s spokesman said “The flooring will now be pre-cast concrete, 
so the medieval section of  building can remain where it is for future generations to 
rediscover.  The archaeologists believe it was either the eastern side of  the abbey cloister, or 
the remains of  an infirmary detached from the main building.  During their investigations 
they discovered a type of  decorative tile used extensively during the period, which helped 
date the find.  There was also a circular well which would have been linked with the first 
floor of  the building, rather an innovation for the time.”
The find also includes a basement structure, lined throughout with clay as a 
waterproofing medium.  

Northampton Chronicle & Echo – 22nd October 2015.
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National Training Academy for Rail – Siemens in Kings Heath, Northampton
The Transport Minister officially opened the new Training facility at Kings 
Heath during the week of  the 19th October.  The state of  the art facility, in 
Kings Heath, is now ready for the first intake of  students.  The academy was 
established in response to a forecast skills shortage of  around 8,000 people over 
the next ten years, caused by factors such as the technological advancement of  
rolling stock, an aging workforce, and significant investment and growth in the 
industry.
An agreement between the National Skills Academy for Rail Engineering 
(NSARE) and the Department for Business, Innovation & Skills (BIS) with 
support from the Department of  Transport (DofT) has provided half  the funds 
required to build NTAR, with Siemens contributing the other 50%.
NTAR will offer 20,000 man days of  training per year and will act as a national 
‘hub’ with regional ‘spokes’ located at other train care facilities around the 
country.  The bespoke facility, close to the Siemens train care depot, will combine 
the use of  unique hands-on equipment and workshop facilities in addition to 
classroom-based teaching, using cutting-edge technology.

Northampton Chronicle & Echo – 22nd October 2015

NIAG visited Siemens in 2013 - report in Issue 128, Ed.

MISCELLANY ITEMS OF INTEREST

Bid to extend heritage line
A popular heritage railway line could be extended in Northamptonshire after 
the county council agreed to consider leasing a stretch of  land to its operators.
The Northampton  and Lamport Railway currently runs alongside the Brampton 
Valley Way linear park and Northampton Steam Railway Ltd, which runs the 
railway, are hoping to extend the line to Spratton.
At a special cabinet meeting today (8th October) the County Council’s cabinet 
member for finance, approved 
a decision to hold a public 
consultation on plans to offer land 
at Brampton Valley Way on a 50-
year lease to enable the extension 
to go ahead.  The council says that 
walkers and cyclists would still be 
able to use the public right of  way, 
with a safety fence separating the 
park from the railway line.  He said 
that Northampton Steam Railway 
Ltd have been working hard to 



24

bring forward plans to extend the line further through Brampton Valley Way 
and that he was delighted to lend the Council’s support to the project.  There will 
be a consultation with the public to give them the chance to provide feedback 
on the proposal.
The Railway is run by rail enthusiasts who formed the company with the 
intention of  reopening as much of  the former Northampton to Market 
Harborough railway line as possible following its closure in 1973. The county 
council already leases land to the organisation for the existing stretch of  railway, 
which runs between Boughton crossing and Merry Tom crossing.  NSRL says 
it will apply for various grants to fund the extension northwards, which already 
has planning permission.

Northampton Chronicle & Echo – 8th October 2015.

A former Power station is reduced to rubble.
The former power station at Northampton which has been derelict for 40 years, 
has finally been demolished.  The large brick-fronted structure in Nunn Mills 
Road, Northampton, close to the Avon building, has been abandoned since 
1975, but will make way for a new Waterside Campus for the University of  
Northampton.  
The next step is to build a road bridge connecting Bedford Road with the 
Waterside Campus.
The old power station, located to the south bank of  the River Nene, was set up 
in the 1920s by Northampton Electric Light and Power Company, and has been 
considered an eyesore by many since it was closed in 1975.  While many in 
Northampton will remember the building with its distinctive cooling towers, in 
recent years only the front wall of  the structure still stood.

Northampton Herald & Post – 12th November 2015

Irchester Country Park heritage railway project on track.
Irchester County Park saw the first stretch of  its new demonstration railway 
track laid last week as part of  the park’s heritage project.  The track will showcase 
the route of  the old railway which once transported iron ore from the former 
Wembley Pit quarry.  The £89,600 grant from the HLF is being used to create 
a heritage trail linking to the Irchester Narrow Gauge Railway Museum in the 
park.  The work will also help to let in light and encourage the many wildflowers 
and insects that trive on sunny quarry banks.

Northants Telegraph – 29th November 2015

Heritage Plan bid of £5,000
A crowd-funding campaign to raise £5,000 has been launched by 
Northamptonshire Heritage Centre in a bid to find a permanent home.  The 
money will be used as part of  the first phase of  developing a heritage park 
showcasing artefacts of  county life from Neolithic times to the 20th century.  
The four-acre facility, which will be located on land on the banks of  the River 
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Nene close to Billing Aquadrome, will house a purpose-built museum for the 
Hollowell Collection of  3000-plus items.  This was put together over 40 years by 
a local archaeologist, the late Richard Hollowell and his two sons – Robert and 
Stephen.
Having previously obtained outline planning permission, the NHC project is 
the subject of  a number of  grant funding applications towards the first phase 
of  building which will be a visitor centre.  The £5,000 crowd funding target will 
take the project to full planning consent, the detailed designs.  Any money raised 
beyond that will go towards the next phase of  the project.  Steve Hollowell, 
chairman said: ‘Our crowd funding drive is a step on a long journey, a journey that our 
trustees have tirelessly believed in for over 20 years.  We want local history to inspire future 
generations, and to be able to do that, our collection needs a fit-for-purpose home where we 
can preserve our past.  We have a large collection of  artefacts ranging from a miniature 
Iron Age ceremonial dagger to historic tractors; WW1 artefacts and intriguing tools like 
a bell hangers gimlet!  This will be a centre for the entire Northamptonshire community.’
For more information about NHC www.northamptonshireheritage-centre.org.  
Donations can be made by visiting www.crowd-funding.co.uk/northamptonshire-
heritage-centre-1 .

Northampton Chronicle & Echo – 26th November 2015

New gas plant could generate extra £4m in benefits for St James, Northampton
A planned £160million gasification power plant in St James will pump around 
£4million of  benefits into the community every year and provide cheaper 
heating to areas of  ‘sizeable fuel poverty’ its developers claim.  The Northampton 
community Energy Scheme would see an ‘off-grid’ power plant built at the 
Westbridge Depot site by around 2020 if  the bid is successful.  The developers 
said the plant would take around 30% of  Northampton’s non-recyclable waste 
and use a ‘clean combustion process’ to create enough electricity and heat to supply 
around a sixth of  the town’s energy need.
However, while homes in the vicinity of  the power plant could benefit from 
the heat produced by the heat-treated household waste – the developers say 
its electricity output would likely be reserved for the town’s main power users 
– Northampton General Hospital, Carlsberg and soon the new Waterside 
University campus.  Profits generated by the power plant would be reinvested 
into Northampton, it was claimed, with between £4 million and £5 million a 
year used to improve homes in the area.

Northampton Chronicle & Echo – 26th November 2015.

Odds and Ends from the railway magazines:

Railfreight train named after a rugby team
GB Railfreight 66754 was named Northampton Saints on April 22nd.  The 
naming was in association with GRS Roadstone and Northampton Saints, 
and celebrates the club’s most consistent run of  success in over 60 years 
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– they reached nine cup finals in seven years and claimed the 2014 Aviva 
Premiership and European Challenge Cup titles.  The ceremony took place at 
the Wellingborough Railhead in Northampton [sic], leased by GRS Roadstone, 
and near to Franklin’s Gardens.

Rail magazine – 13th-26th May 2015

Woodford Halse
On April 28th a proposed auction of  the 21-acre former Great Central railway 
yard for redevelopment was postponed for up to two months, after pressure was 
made from the parish council.  It is now a small wood, and £200,000 needs to be 
raised to save it.  Woodford Railway Heritage Society hopes to create a working 
museum next door.

Rail magazine – 29th April/12th May 2015

Wansford – Nene Valley Railway
The way is now clear for the Nene Valley Railway to occupy the 1845 Grade 
2-listed main station building that it has coveted since the line re-opened in 1977.  
[we reported on this in issue 135]

Rail magazine – 5th-28th August

OF THIS AND THAT

AGM 2015 matters
26 members attended the usual short AGM of  the Group before enjoying 
an excellent presentation on the restoration of  canal boats.  As always Peter 
guided the proceedings and managed to conclude the meeting in record time 
of  nine minutes.  There was a formal ‘goodbye’ to Matthew Nayler our retiring 
committee member and as there were no applications to join the committee, the 
existing ones were re-elected.  It was with a sigh of  relief  that Terry continues 
as Treasurer and Peter as Secretary, the two important posts of  any committee.
With regards to membership subs and general finance, the general state of  the 
accounts is healthy and the sales of  our latest book are going well.  Subscriptions 
will remain at the current rate – £15 for single and £19 for couple/family for 
the next financial year 2016/17.  A review of  this will be made during the next 
financial year and if  need be a small rise may be considered for 2017.

2015/16 Winter Programme

12th February London Shoe Manufacturers in Northampton - Peter Perkins

11th March Renewable energy - Where does our Electricity come from? - 
Emma Rafaluk



27

2016 Summer Programme

This will be enclosed with the next newsletter, but I can inform you that the 
programme will commence on the 6th May with a walk/visit to a gin distillery!

Dates for the Diary

6th May The 2016 summer visits and walks programme commences - 
full details with the Spring Newsletter.

14th May EMIAC at Moira, Derbyshire.  Leaflet is enclosed with this 
newsletter.

New Book on Brewing

“London Brewed - a historical directory of the commercial brewers of London 
from circa 1650”.

NIAG member Mike Brown, author of  ‘Brewed in Northants’, has written his 
latest book for the Brewery History Society.  

Further details are: A4 colour softback of  426 pages.  Price: £19.95 plus £3 p&p. 
the book is available from the BHS website. 

Enquiries can be made to: The BHS Bookshop, Long High Tops, Heptonstall, 
Hebden Bridge, W. Yorkshire HS7 7PF or e-mail books@breweryhistory.com 
for further information.

**************
The Press release:
Fuller’s launch of book on the History of Brewing in London
Fullers are pleased to support the launch of  the Brewery History Society’s book 
on the history of  brewing in London.  With the closure of  the Mortlake brewery, 
Fullers are not only one of  the oldest family brewers in the country, but also the 
oldest brewing site in London, with continuous operation from the C16.  The 
book covers the period from 1650, up to, and including, the recent growth of  the 
micro-breweries and home-brew pubs. With access online to documents through 
sites such as Archive to Archive (A2A) it has been possible to shed new light 
on some of  the famous London concerns, not the least Whitbread, with some 
different interpretations of  their accepted history.
The area covered is broadly that of  the 1948 Greater London boundary and, 
as well as the more widely known brewers, includes many which feature only 
briefly in the history of  the capital.  Research on the British Library Newspaper 
collection has provided a valuable resource for many of  these lesser concerns.
The book includes many illustrations from the BHS and its members and 
provides a fascinating insight for those interested in brewing and those with 
more general history of  a major industry of  London.  It is indexed by name of  
the main individuals and brewery names.
Some background information follows to the origins of  the business and the 
later involvement of  the Fuller family.
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The Russells owned a brewhouse in 1588, the manor house had a long malthouse in 
1589 and Edward Russell had a new brewhouse built behind Bedford House in 1661.  
The brewhouse, was converted into commercial usage by the undertenant Thomas Urlin 
or Erland, between 1664 and 1671.  In 1671 Thomas Urlin was brewing in Chiswick 
Lane. Then on his death in 1682 it was run by his widow and son-in-law, thought to be 
Thomas Mawson. On 1st June 1688 release and covenant to levy a fine:  Charles Sibley 
of  Chiswick gent; Thomas Mawson of  Chiswick, brewer: King’s Head and two barns. 
Mawson, initially manager for Mrs Urlin, by 1699 had bought the equipment and was 
undertenant.

The Mawsons gave their name to a terrace running south from Mawson Lane’s junction 
with Chiswick Lane, backing on the brewery and known as Mawson Row.  The corner 
house (110 Chiswick Lane) was in turn the Mawson Arms and the Fox and Hounds. 

In 1798/1800 John Fuller of  Hadley (1808 at Neston Park) had been involved with the 
lease of  the Crown and other property to Thomas Cooper, brewer of  Leatherhead, but 
presumably only in terms of  finance. Also involved was Philip Wood, of  the London 
hop merchants; hence for 1829-32 trading as Thompson & Wood.  In 1829 there was an 
assignment for securing £5,000 and interest Henry Thompson, brewer, to Edward Wigan 
of  the City of  London, hop merchant.  On 13th June 1831 Douglas and Henry Thompson 
had an arrangement with Samuel Adams of  Ware, banker, and William Cater of  Ware, 
maltfactor.  One point in this was that Henry Thompson was bankrupt and the following 
year Philip Wood died, with Fuller becoming the major shareholder, with two-thirds 
of  the business.  On 5th January 1832 there was a new partnership, listed to 1845 as 
Thompson & Fuller.

Mike Brown

This short piece about the book has certainly whetted the appetite for more information 
about the history of  brewing and especially for those of  us who are interested in the 
London industries.  I shall certainly endeavour to obtain a copy, if  I haven’t done so before 
the issue of  this newsletter, as I believe that my paternal grandmother once worked for 
Hennessey.  Long dead and when young I was not that interested in finding out more from 
her - another lost opportunity.......    Ed.

Historic Harbour Cranes: help needed
The European E-Faith group (The European Federation of  Associations of  
Industrial and Technical Heritage) which studies industrial heritage throughout 
the EU is seeking assistance to document the harbour cranes which exist 
throughout the member states of  the Council of  Europe, via a new website 
http://www.harbourcranes.eu
The E-FAITH steering group on historic cranes is now building a web-database 
on historic harbour cranes in Europe. This database will include general 
information and documentation about cranes, and – most important – a list 
of  cranes used at maritime as well as inland harbours, and on canals and river 
banks. Further information on the Cranes Steering Group is available at http://



Disclaimer.

The Newsletter Editor and NIAG undertake to reproduce material 
as supplied.  Any factual errors remain the responsibility of  the 
author, who may be faithfully repeating the errors of  the original.  

Unless stated all photographs are credited to Jane and Terry Waterfield.

industrialheritage2015.eu/cranes  
The Group seeks photos and details on cranes in one of  the member states of  
the Council of  Europe (larger than the EU). See the website above for further 
information.
Based on information provided in IHBC midweek Newsblogs  4 Nov 2015

Thanks to member Graham Cadman for this piece of  information.  Ed.

---oooOooo----

And Finally

The wrong type of rails!
Millions of  pounds have been spent on new electric trains for the Great Western 
Railway and it is found that they may not be suitable for the tracks to run on.
The influential Commons public accounts committee said a £1.2 billion increase 
in the cost of  Network Rail’s electrification of  the Great Western line between 
London and South Wales was ‘staggering and unacceptable’.  The trains for the 
Great Western main line are due to be delivered from 2018, and the DofT is 
liable to pay for these trains whether electrification is complete or not.
Apparently agreed work could never have been delivered within the agreed 
budget and time frame.  Yet Network Rail, DofT and the regulator – the Office 
of  Rail and Road (ORR) – signed up to the plans anyway.

Daily Mail – 20th November 2015

Makes a change from the ‘wrong type of  snow’, Ed

---oooOooo----

Coming up in the next issue

EMIAC at Swannington; The Britannia Works development, Deanshanger; 
Winter talk reports and all the usual regulars.
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